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The Youth Law Center is a public interest law firm whose mission is to end
abuse and maltreatment of children in the nation’s juvenile justice and foster care
systems, and ensure that these children are part of families and communities and
receive the support and services they need to become healthy and productive
adults. YLC engages in litigation; policy, administrative and legislative advocacy;
training; technical assistance and public education to advance its mission.

The Youth Law Center is now in its 27th year of serving at-risk youth.

JUVENILE JUSTICE

Juvenile and criminal justice systems hold children and youth accountable when
they violate the law and harm others. The Youth Law Center holds juvenile justice
systems accountable when they violate the law or cause harm to children and youth
in their care.

FOSTER CARE

Children’s Services intervenes when parents abuse or neglect their children. The
Youth Law Center intervenes when state systems abuse, neglect or abandon
children in their custody.

COMMUNITIES

Communities help youth and families to address their needs. The Youth Law Center
helps communities to address the needs of their youth.
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JUVENILE JUSTICE
In 2003 and 2004,YLC:

• Ended the practice of incarcerating youth in 23-hour isolation in Los Angeles County’s adult jail

• Advocated to end abuses in the California Youth Authority

• Worked to improve conditions in juvenile institutions in California, Ohio and New Mexico

• Reduced overcrowding and improved conditions in the nation’s juvenile detention centers

• Identified and addressed the over representation of youth of color in the nation’s juvenile justice systems

• Improved conditions and reduced overcrowding in Baltimore’s juvenile justice institutions

• Advocated in Washington, D.C. to close the city’s outmoded juvenile institution and instead develop community-based programs

• Sponsored legislation in California to reduce the number of young people serving time in adult prisons and to improve
educational services to youth on probation

Violence is common in juvenile institutions. What makes Scioto
Juvenile Correctional Facility for girls in Ohio unique is the fact that it is guards, not
inmates, who are responsible for the criminal sexual and physical assaults. Abuse was
so routine that guards publicly defended their right to curse at the girls and use force
to make them cooperate. Equally disturbing, many of these girls came from Ohio’s child
protection system. Local advocates sought help from the Youth Law Center to end
these abusive and illegal practices. In response to YLC’s demands, the State hired experts
to investigate conditions. These experts found an institution that was out of control.
Worse, the agency had no plan to fix the problem and protect the girls. When
negotiations failed to resolve the issue,YLC, with local advocates, filed a lawsuit. These
initial advocacy efforts have already resulted in the resignation of the director of youth
corrections, the firing of several guards, and changes in policy. But Scioto is still not a
safe or appropriate place for young women. YLC continues to fight this case in order
to achieve lasting change. S.H. v.Taft

Youth awaiting trial in the Los Angeles County jail were subject to conditions more
severe than those in the notorious “super max” prisons. Although they had been convicted of

nothing, they spent twenty-three hours a day in isolation with no instruction, fresh air or exercise. One man, Javier Stauring, a

chaplain at the jail working with YLC, led a movement to bring this abuse to the attention of the public. As a result of his efforts,

children were removed from the jail. But this success had a price. In retaliation for his public protest and communication with

the media and public officials, the sheriff barred him from ministering to juveniles in the jail. When no local group would help

him, the Youth Law Center, with attorneys from Pillsbury Winthrop, filed suit on his behalf to have him reinstated. Although YLC

does not specialize in First Amendment issues, we know that unless insiders are willing to tell their stories, we will never be aware

of abuses in jails, detention centers and foster care. We also know that his situation is not unique. Across the country volunteers

fear to expose problems, lest they be prohibited from helping those who need them. In February 2005, the sheriff settled the

case by restoring Javier’s access to inmates and rescinding regulations that prohibited communication with the media. Stauring v. Baca



FOSTER CARE
In 2003 and 2004,YLC:

• Improved the treatment of infants and toddlers in the foster care system

• Forced the state of California to conduct safety inspections of relative foster homes
as required by federal law

• Ended incarceration of delinquents who fled shelters and group homes

• Improved adoption subsidies and increased support for adoptive families

• Improved access to mental health treatment and education for foster youth

• Educated youth and their advocates on their legal rights while in care

• Sponsored legislation in California to enable foster teens to participate in decisions
regarding their education

In 2003, police arrested a young woman in
Detroit for committing the "crime" of running
away from a shelter where she was raped. When her
family called YLC, she had been locked up for a month and permitted no
contact with family or friends. Investigation revealed that frustrated with
the fact that the child welfare agency has lost almost 300 children in its
custody, the juvenile court had issued an order for the arrest and detention
of any child missing from foster care. YLC staff went to Michigan to
persuade the court that there was a better way. We found a judge who was
looking for help protecting children from the streets without violating their
civil rights. A year later an on-going task force has developed new programs
to serve these young people and monitor the care they receive in custody.
Not only are children not incarcerated, they no longer need to runaway to
get the help and protection they deserve.

In a 2003 drug raid, police in Los Angeles County found six children sharing a filthy
one-room apartment with two adults. The officers were shocked to learn that two of the children were in the

custody of child protective services and the home was an approved relative foster placement. Apparently the two social workers

who had placed the children had neither visited the home nor talked to each other. The adults protested that they had told the

agency that they couldn’t safely care for these children, but the workers insisted. YLC staff investigated and found that this was just

one of many cases in which foster care agencies in California placed children in relative care without reviewing the conditions of

the home or helping relatives care for the children. With the help of Greenberg and Glusker, a prominent Los Angeles firm, the

Youth Law Center sued Los Angeles County to require a system to ensure that relatives caring for children could provide safe

appropriate homes.Although the case is still being litigated, the County has already changed its most dangerous policies by requiring

criminal background checks and full inspections before a child is placed in a home. Wheeler v. Sanders



COMMUNITIES  
In 2003 and 2004,YLC:

• Organized and supported Faith Communities for Families and Children, an inter-faith coalition of religious leaders in California
and Michigan, to advocate for children in the foster care and juvenile justice systems

• Advocated to reduce unnecessary school suspensions and referrals to juvenile court in Kentucky, and identified a school
program to serve as a statewide model

• Assisted agencies in Virginia and California to meet the special educational needs of children in foster care and children on
probation

• Helped probation departments in California to ensure youth received necessary medical treatment

• Educated legal services providers in California about the rights of youth and families in the juvenile justice and foster care
systems

• Supported a faith-based mentoring program for youth leaving the foster care system

The school system in Richmond, Virginia, has a long history of
failing to meet the needs of its students. Foster children and youth in the
juvenile justice system experience particular problems because they are moved frequently and are
often without support in their homes. The Youth Law Center, with support from the Charles
Stewart Mott Foundation, is working to remove the barriers to education for the vulnerable children
in state care and custody. YLC worked with JustChildren, a local children’s rights organization, to
provide trainings on education rights of children to judges, Department of Social Services workers,
school principals and parents. Juvenile court judges adopted a standing order, developed by YLC, to
provide school records to advocates so that children no longer spend weeks out of school waiting
for transcripts they need to enroll in new schools. Using new California legislation as a model,YLC
developed legislation to ensure that foster youth will be enrolled in new schools immediately,
without waiting for school records and other documents, and will have smoother educational
transitions. The Virginia legislature’s passage of this legislation in early 2005 was an important
recognition by the state of the educational needs of these vulnerable youth.

EXPENSES
Program Services: 3,027,461
Management & General: 142,609
Fundraising 85,123

TOTAL EXPENSES $3,255,193
FUND BALANCE $(99,699)

INCOME
Grants (Foundations, government) $1,772,232
State Bar of California 108,146
Contributions (individuals, law firms, businesses) 99,319
Settlement Funds - Cy Pres 200,310
Interest 16,333
Consultant Fees 16,000
Other Income 2,428
Subtotal 2,214,768
Pass-through Funds 940,726

TOTAL INCOME $3,155,494

FINANCIAL REPORT
January 1, 2004 through December 31, 2004

Program Services: 90% 

Management & General: 6%

Fundraising: 4%



LOREN WARBOYS UNSUNG HEROES
Each year the Youth Law Center honors
people in our community and across the
country who have made extraordinary
contributions to improve the lives of at-
risk youth in the child welfare and juvenile
justice systems.

UNSUNG HEROES 2003

Karen de Sá. Ms. de Sá is an investigative reporter for
the San Jose Mercury News whose reports on juvenile
delinquency and child welfare systems have resulted in
major improvements for at-risk children.

Judith Goodhand. Ms. Goodhand is a consultant with
the Annie E. Casey Foundation and a former child welfare
administrator who has developed model approaches to
child welfare that have been adopted throughout the
country.

Dr.Theresa McRae. Dr. McCrae is a professor of
biology at San Joaquin Delta Community College who
has been instrumental in giving support and mentoring to
her students.

Flora Watson. Ms.Watson is a parent who helped
organize a successful campaign to close Tallulah, an
abusive and brutal juvenile prison in Louisiana.

Alba Witkin. Mrs.Witkin oversees the Bernard E. &
Alba Witkin Charitable Trust and has been a long-time
contributor and supporter to the Youth Law Center and
other children’s organizations.

UNSUNG HEROES 2004

Kenneth E. Barnes, Sr. Mr. Barnes is the founder of
Reaching Out to Others Together (ROOT), a non-profit
organization committed to advocacy, education and
intervention on behalf of individuals and families of
murder victims.

Reverend Norman Copeland. Reverend Copeland,
the Presiding Elder of the Southern California Los
Angeles District of the AME Church, was a founder and
leader of Faith Communities for Families and Children.

Richard D. Pfeiffer, Esq. Mr. Pfeiffer is an attorney
representing children and families involved in the child
welfare system.

Scott Stitham. Mr. Stitham is a foster parent and
advocate for foster youth who has been instrumental in
uncovering abusive practices in facilities serving youth.

Richard Rosenbaum, Esq. Mr. Rosenbaum served as
pro bono appellate counsel to Lionel Tate, a 12 year-old
boy who was sentenced to life without parole for the
death of a six year old.
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Howard F. Fine, Chair
Principal, Baker & McKenzie LLP
San Francisco, CA

Sam Figler,Vice Chair
Vice President of North American Operations
Yahoo!
Sunnyvale, CA

Valerie Lewis,Treasurer
Senior Attorney
Safeway, Inc.
Pleasanton, CA

Barbara Coombs Thompson, Secretary
Court Appointed Special Advocate
San Francisco, CA

William Abrams
Partner, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Palo Alto, CA

Honorable Susan Bloom
Judge, California Unemployment Insurance Appeals Board
Oakland, CA

Michael J. Dale
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Law Center
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Susan H. Green
Partner, Ring & Green
Los Angeles, CA

Paul Hancock
Partner, Hogan & Hartson LLP
Miami, FL

Karen Marangi
Associate, Patton Boggs LLP
Washington, D.C.

Honorable Tomar Mason
Judge, Superior Court of California
County of San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

Andrea Pincus
Associate, Anderson Kill & Olick, PC
New York, NY

Barrie A. Seidenberg
Marketing Consultant
San Francisco, CA

Reverend Wayne G.Thompson
First Baptist Institutional Church
St. Petersburg, FL

Eric C.Wasserman
Managing Director and CEO
JP Morgan Private Bank
Los Angeles, CA

Thomas A.Welch
Commercial Arbitrator
San Ramon, CA

Affiliations are listed for informational purposes only



YOUTH LAW CENTER
2003-2004 FOUNDATION, CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS

Foundations

Andrus Family Fund
Annie E. Casey Foundation
California Endowment
California Wellness Foundation
Edna McConnell Clark Foundation
Edward Joseph Daly Foundation

(in memory of Mrs.Violet June Daly)
Ford Foundation
David B. Gold Foundation
Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund
James Irvine Foundation
JEHT Foundation
Walter S. Johnson Foundation
Liberty Hill Foundation
Links, Inc. – Oakland Bay Area Chapter
Louis R. Lurie Foundation
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur

Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Open Society Institute
Public Welfare Foundation
Skillman Foundation
Sierra Health Foundation
Stuart Foundation
VanLobenSels/RembeRock Foundation
Bernard E. and Alba Witkin Charitable Trust
W.T. Grant Foundation

Legal Associations

Legal Services Trust Fund Program
of the State Bar of California

Equal Access Fund of the State Bar of
California

Government

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention of the United States
Department of Justice

Settlement Fund Charitable
Contribution (cy pres)

Nickel v. Bank of America
(Murray and Howard, LLP)

Law Firm and Corporate Donors

Arclight Capitol Holdings
Aroner, Jewell & Ellis
Baker & McKenzie LLP
Furtado, Jaspovice & Simons
Give Something  Back
Kazan, McClain, Edises,Abrams, Fernandez,

Lyons & Farrise Foundation
The Men’s Wearhouse
Safeway, Inc.
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP
Shartsis, Friese & Ginsberg LLP
Zelle, Hofmann,Voelbel, Mason & Gette

Corporate Matching Programs

JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Sun Microsystems Foundation
Yahoo Employee Foundation
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Individuals

Champions ($5,000-$10,000)
Christine Broder
Sam and Jodi Figler
Howard F. and Carol M. Fine

Benefactors ($1,000 – $4,999)
William Abrams
Kenneth A. and Patricia S. August
Peter and Elaine Bull
Bruce Cohen and Gale Mondry
Scott Dunham and Barbara J. Eliades
Susan Green and Robert Ring
Paul Hancock
Valerie D. Lewis and Otis McGee, Jr.
Karen Marangi and Federico Cura
Christopher and Barbara McLain
Andrea Pincus
Jeremy and Sharon Ring
Ann Rosewater
Sterling (Terry) Ross 
Maxine Rosston

(in memory of Edward Rosston)
Daniel Schindler and Gaydell Young

(in honor of Marc Schindler)
Barrie Seidenberg and Rick Wallace
Terry and Jane Semel 
Edith Shauffer
Barbara Coombs Thompson
Robert A.Thompson
Thomas E. and Janet M. Unterman
Thomas A. and Ann Welch

Sponsors ($500-$999)
Marcus and Barbara Aaron, II
Roberta Auerbach
Karen Bell and Robert Cox
George Bremer and Jennifer O'Leary-Bremer 
Gregory and Monica Coleman
Gerald Peter Digre
Adele Grunberg and Kenneth G. Nellis
Michael Haswell
Dr. Albert Kadosh
Honorable Tomar Mason
Richard M. Pearl
Robert B. and Patricia Rutherford, Jr
Donald Spoto
Steven Thomas
Eric C. and Julie J. Wasserman

Helping Hands ($250-$499)
Donna Furth
Karen Jones Mason and Daniel Mason
Patricia Klauer
Kathleen Kubota
Bruce and Rosemary Lanyon
Paul and Carla Lerman
Brian and Alison Levant
Sally Jeanne McKenna

(in honor of Allison Barnum)
Drs.Andrew and Kate Mecca
Prashant Mehta
George Oleyer
John A. and Toni Schulman
Michael and Johanna Wald

Supporter ($100-$249)
Jim Alt
Alison Anderson
Ruth Roe Arth
Judith Babbitts and Elliot E. Maxwell
Paul Banas
Peggy Belcher-Dixon
James Bell
Jeff and Hyon Berke
William A. Bettencourt
Marvin and Betty Borman 
Dr. Sherrie Bourg Carter
Allen Breed

James W. and Irene F. Brown
Muriel and Nelson A. Burstein
Michael Canar
Fred Cohen
Michael Dale and Nancy Knutson
Michael and April DiSanto
George and Marion Duerr 

(in honor of Kenneth Berrick)
Martin D. Edel
Honorable Leonard Edwards
James Esseks and Robert Ornstein

(in honor of the wedding of Marc
Schindler and Alison Auerbach)

Burt Feuerstein and Janet Shalwitz
Janet Fink
Dan Flanagan
Julie Gantz
Judith Goodhand
Curtis and Joan Green
Rhoda Haberman
Woolf and Judith Kantor
Roseanne Keynan 

(in honor of Susan Green)
Janet Knipe
Carol Larsen and Steve Parnes
Peter Leone
Edward and Pam Levine
Zhishun Alex Liu and Yu-Teh Cheng
Michael Loeb
Loewinsohn & Flegle, LLP

(from paralegal staff in honor of 
Alan Loewinsohn and Jim Flegle)

Mary McCutcheon
Honorable Patrice McElroy
Timothy Meltzer
Deena Goldwater Morgan
Edwin Nadeau
John O’Toole
Christine Pagano
Kathryn Palamountain
Krishna Pettitt and Dr. Royce D. Hayden
Kathi Pugh
Shirley Reece
Paul Resnick and Joan Karlin
Jana Rickerson and Karen Erlichman
Marissa Ring
Charles Rosenbaum, DDS
David Rousch
Otto and Janet Seidenberg
Janet G. Sherwood
Thomas F. and Susan J. Smegal, Jr.
Joseph and Alice Smith
Leonard A. Solomon
Joseph L. and Sparkie Spaeth
John Sparks
Kristi Cotton Spence
Hart H. Spiegel
Eileen Subak
Deborah Temple
Dr. Shirley Ann Thornton
Valla Vakili
Valerie Vanaman
Roberta M. Ward
Carmen West
Jane and Hal Weston
Lesner White
Ellen Widess
Gwynne A. Wilcox
Mamie Yee
Michael Zatopa
Robert Zimmerman and Ann Lehman
Lori Zukerman and Tom Strouse

Friends ($10-$99)
Barbara Alexander 
Allison Barnum
Dr. Philip and Gertrude Bloom
Catherine Bonnar and Dennis Roseman
Dr. Lucy Cohen and Dr. Mitchell E. Stern
James and Gail Colen
Ann Davidson
Paul DeMuro
Patricia Dorsey and Donald Gayden
Thomas Engel
Abigail English
Robert and Connie Ferguson
Susan Frank
Tamara Funk and Steven Blatt
Nick Gaines
GFWC Somonauk Junior Women's Club
Neil M. Glickstein and Barbara Kelley
Alan Goldhammer
Denise Goodman 

(in honor of Judith Goodhand)
Pamela Graham
Marilyn Green and David Rebnord
Dean Joseph Harbaugh
Douglas Harvey
Linda and Matt Heartney
Marcia Henry and Gary Delgado
Judge and Mrs. Andrew Higgins
Dr. Charles Irwin
Sharon Jackson
Patricia Jason
Susan J. King
Molly and Brian Klocke
Legal Aid & Defender Association 

(from the staff of the Juvenile Law Group
in memory of Edward Ladd)

Jeff Levin
ShuChing Lin
Amy Malysa
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Marangi
Deborah and Freddie Martinez
Laura Merlo
Joel A. Mintz
Michael and Barbara Nelson
Janet and Mark Noah
Northern California Board of Rabbis
Barbara O’Hearn
Sharon Olson
Amy Oppenheimer and Jennifer Krebs
Karen Ransom Lehman
Janie and Ernie Reddick
Laura Remington
Marcia Rincon-Gallardo
David and Carrie Ring
Paula Robertson
Liane Schaffer
Deborah R. Schissell
Kenneth Schultz
Nicholas and Casey Seidenberg
Celsa Snead
Judith and Jonathan Souweine
Susan Spurlark-Kennedy, Esq.
Mary Stearns
Charles and Dorothy Stitham
Victor L. Streib and Lynn Sametz
Lori and Joshua Swift
Robert L.Walker
Sharon Weitzenhof
Jason Ziedenberg
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Selected one of the

100 Best Charities

MAGAZINE

•

Named one of the

10 Best Children's Charities

MAGAZINE

CHILDREN’S LEGAL PROTECTION CENTER

Workplace Donors

The Youth Law Center/Children’s
Legal Protection Center is a
member agency of Neighbor to
Nation, a federation of Human
Service Charities of America. We
are eligible to receive donor
designated gifts through the
Combined Federal Campaign,
United Ways, and state and local
campaigns throughout the country.
We thank the following individuals
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Carol Lamar
Rebecca Lamb
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Thomas Lebrun
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Richard Mitchell
Carmen Moore
Kelli Morgan
Stephanie M. Mutialu
Cynthia Norman
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Joel Polansky
Eveyln Portillo
Michael Powell
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Shannon Rosario
Helen Sanjume
Amor Lily Santos
Andy Scott
Angela Simmons
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Kelly Smith
David Struis
Tracy Stueve
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Monique Vincent
Gloria Walker
Susan Weisberg
Susan Weiser
Deshonia Wesley
Carol Westfall
Jeremy White
Jessica Wilson
Mary L. Wood
Danielle Wrencher
Deborah Yaffe

The Youth Law Center would
like to thank the following law
firms who have provided
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co-counsel:
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