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San Francisco-based public interest law firm Youth Law Center held its 2013 Loren Warboys 
Unsung Heroes reception Monday at Bingham McCutchen’s San Francisco office.

The event bestowed four Unsung Heroes awards on individuals supporting the organization’s 
mission – to protect abused and at-risk children, especially those in the child welfare and juve-

nile justice systems.
Honorees included Scott Budnick, the president of Green Hat Films and producer of the well-known 

“Hangover” movie series. Budnick was recognized for his advocacy in Sacramento on behalf of youth 
in the justice system, and for his work launching the Anti-Recidivism Coalition, an organization of high-
achieving formerly incarcerated young adults dedicated to stopping the flow of people into the criminal 
justice system.

Lily Eagle Dorman Coby, a former foster youth, and Scott Feigelson were acknowledged for their 
role as foster parents for an Intensive Treatment Foster Care teenager, who because of a history of 
self-destructive behavior or other challenging behavior would otherwise have been placed in a group 
home. Feigelson is a deputy U.S. Marshal for the Northern District, and Dorman Coby is a UC Berkeley 
School of Law student.

Tung Nguyen, who spent 18 years in prison for a crime he committed as a youth, was honored for his 
work to enact a sentencing review process for young offenders tried in the adult criminal system for 
crimes committed when they were under 18. The legislation, SB 260, was signed into law in Septem-
ber.

Finally, the event recognized Mark Soler, executive director of the Center for Children’s Law and 
Policy in Washington, D.C., who has spent more than 30 years working on juvenile justice reform.

 

— Jill Patton

Juvenile justice advocates 
gather to honor ‘heroes’
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From left: San Francisco District Attorney George Gascon, movie producer and honoree Scott Budnick 
and David Steinhart, director of Commonweal’s Juvenile Justice Program
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From left: Stanford Law School professor William Koski, chair of Youth Law Center’s board of 
directors, with John F. O’Toole, director of the Oakland-based National Center for Youth Law, and 
Leecia Welch, a senior attorney with the center

Jill Patton / Daily Journal

Tung Nguyen, left, a youth offender who advocated for parole reform for juveniles, receives an 
Unsung Hero award from Youth Law Center staff attorney Sue Burrell.

Judges, attorneys and city officials gathered Tuesday to celebrate a group of defense lawyers who represent 
indigent defendants in San Francisco.

The San Francisco public defender’s office and the Bar Association of San Francisco held the event in 
honor of the 50th anniversary of Gideon v. Wainwright. 

Among the officials present were San Francisco Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi and San Francisco District Attorney 
George Gascon.  

The Gideon Awards were handed out to two members of the city’s public defender’s office, Rebecca Young 
and Sarah Wilner, along with two members of the city’s conflict panel, Tony Tamburello and Mark Goldrosen. 
Psychiatrist Roland Levy also received a Gideon Award for the years he spent as an expert witness.  

— Hamed Aleaziz
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From left: Rebecca Young, head of the San Francisco public defender’s homicide unit; sole practitioners Mark 
Goldrosen and Tony Tamburello; Roland Levy, retired forensic psychiatrist; and Sarah Wilner, a deputy public 
defender in the juvenile unit of the San Francisco public defender’s office

Fenwick & West LLP’s San Francisco office hosted an Association of Business Trial Lawyers event Dec. 3 on 

life beyond the law firm walls.

Rees F. Morgan, an associate at Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & Bass LLP and former assistant U.S. attorney, 

said his former job is best described as “predictable insanity,” and involved constantly being reassigned to 

different jobs. “Right when you get comfortable and have a bunch of trials under your belt, they say, ‘Congratulations! 

Now you’re doing white collar criminal investigations.”

Gregg S. Farano, director of legal services at Cisco Systems Inc., said his company’s commercial litigation staff 

includes him and one other person. With offices around the globe, there is always litigation going on somewhere. He 

said there is a huge variance in the types of matter and you never know what will come up. “Every morning you’re 

kind of shaking when you pick up the phone and see what’s there,” he said.

Jessica J. Tipton, corporate counsel for Ruckus Wireless Inc., said one challenge of working in-house is that she’s 

often writing company policies that will be read primarily by nonlawyers.

“My GC insists they all be one page and engaging, so try that,” she said with a laugh.

Alameda County Superior Court research attorney Philip B. Obbard said his job didn’t have the pressure for bill-

able hours that law firm careers involve, but there is a constant stream of tasks that must be accomplished within 48 

hours of his receiving them. One of the things he misses most about working at a firm is having a happy client after 

a big victory, he said.

“The closest thing you get is being confirmed on appeal, which is like saying, ‘Yeah, you did it right.’”

— Joshua Sebold

Panelists dish on life beyond 
law firms at trial lawyers event

Joshua Sebold / Daily Journal

From left: Alameda County Superior Court research attorney Philip B. Obbard; Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & Bass 
LLP associate Rees F. Morgan; Cisco Systems Inc. Director of Legal Services Gregg S. Farano; and Ruckus 
Wireless Inc. corporate counsel Jessica J. Tipton


