Mohday, May 22, 1895

-

% THE
DENVER

x4 POSI

Founded 1392

i
~
D
'

William Oean Singletan, Chaleman L
Hyan McKibban, President and Publiskef

Nail Westergaard, Execltive Editor
Chuck Green, Editor of the Edjtorial Psge
Isabel Spencar, Mang :
Jeanatte Chaver, Assoclate Editor

Editar

*

Kirk MacDonald, Senlor VP, Sales and Markelin
- Fdtz Andarson, VP Finance .
James Banman, VP Human Resources
- Frank Divon, VP Operutions
7. Sleva Hasea, VP Circulatlon - = -
; Allen . Wallers, VP Advertising

Changes at Denver’s maln youth
\.~lock-up are welcoms, but they
“ghouldn't have taken so long, State
and local authorities have known for
years that Gilliarn Youth Services
| Cepler was overcrowded and under-

staffed, and that kids brought into
detention might leave more hard-
. ened and anti-socjal than when they
entered, : :
. Many of these youths were guilty
of.nothing more than a minor traffic
viglation, yet they slept and ate side
by side with suspected gang mem-
bers, Sorte kids hadn't yet gone to
court, but they were jammed inta

célls with inmates cofivicted of vio- .

lefit crimes, - -

“The place’wag built to held only
64 regidents, but housed as many as

00; the only way fo adcommaodate
the:higher number was to shove five
kids fnto a bare room fit for enly ene
Rerson. Some of thege cellé reeked
of blood, urine and feces, ~ |
«aThese Dickensian copditions were
worge than those {n Colorade’s adult

.| ‘Prisons’and jails, where check forg-
* ers ate geparated from murderers,

and guspects awalting trial are kept
apart from copvicts already judged
by a coiirt of law, - :
< Rather than deterting youths
from crime, Gilliam may have
made troubled youngsters more
. prone to future problems. In fact,
Gilliam has beeh plagued by eg-
capes, attempted escapes, suicide
- threats and at least one segual as-
" sanlt, \ .
t18mall wonder that Colorade got
glapped with a federal class-action
lawsuit, brought by the American
Civil Liberties Union on behalf of
Gilliatn’s {nmates. ,
The settlement, which was an-
nounced Wednesday, is practieal
* and affordable, Cops will process
paperwork on youthful offenders at
the downtown Denver police station,
teducing the number of children
that Gilliamn actually must house,

liam changes welcome; .
but delay was unforgivable

.Youné offenders conviated of traffie
and other minor offenses will pay
fines or be taken to residential child-

caré facilities, where they will be’

caréfully watched but not kept be-

- hind bars, ;
The result: Gilliam's population
« will be capped at 78 residents, all

serjous offenders, The srnaller popy- :

lation will let the staff better moni-
tor the inmates a#nd so reduce the
. chance of assaults, escapes or sui-
clde attempts, The youths will find
more humane condltions, and public

safely ultimately will be better pro- =

“teated.

. own, Without wailing for an expen-
sive lawsuit te force the issue, In
fact, just a few years ago'the state
settled a‘different Jawsuit cansed by

. erowded conditions in-it¢ old maxi-
murm-gecurity adult prison. That

, Colorado didn't pay attention to how
it treated its jailed children at the

same time was unforgivable, . »" .

A key element of the puzzle re-

- anothér youth detention centet in

. Denver ~ the penny-pinching stute

leglslature even has allocated mon-
ef’ for it. Yet the clty has moved o
glo

wly that-Denver hasn't even pick-

ed a site for the facility. ,

‘The reason for the délay bails!

" down ta polities. No one in City Hall
wants to upset voters In any neigh-
borhood by suggesting & partledlar
area imay be chosen ag the new de-
tention site, This vacuum likely will
persist at leagt until afier the June 6
runoff election, when timid politi-
clans may be more likely to face up
to voters' questions.

But Denver’s troubled youths
shouldn't be put on hold because of
atiyone’s political amblitions. Denver
Manager of Safety Butch Montoya.
the point person on the site-selectior
process, should mave forward witt
a decision in the next few weeks,

Colorado officials could have dm-
plernented all these changes on their .

maing unresolved. Colorado needs -
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